URBAN  DISTRICT  OP  NEWB IGGIN-BY-THE-SEA 


ANNUAL  EHPCRT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  GF  HEALTH 

FOR  1943 


AMUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1943 . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Ooimcillors  of  the  Urban  District  Council 

"of  Newbiggin-by^t  he~Sea . 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  concerning  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  Urban  District  in  1943. 

Owing  to  the  tragic  and  unexpected  death  of  Dr.  Angus  it  has 
fallen  to  my  lot  to  prepare  and  produce  this  report  of  work  for 
which  he  was  responsible  and  which  was  carried  out  under  his 
inspiration  and  guidance.  His  passing  is  a  great  loss  to  the 
Public  Health  services  in  this  district  and  is  deeply  regretted  by 
all  who  worked  with  him  and  were  thus  in  a  position  to  appreciate 
his  profound  knowledge  and  wide  experience  of  Public  Health  work 
and  medical  practice  generally. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
I  have  followed  closely  the  plan  of  previous  reports  as  regards 
brevity,  the  limitation  of  references  and  the  suppression  of 
certain  figures  of  population,  etc. 

There  is  no  outstanding  departure  from  the  routine  of  the 
previous  year  to  report. 

Scabies  and  other  verminous  conditions  continued  to  occupy 
much  attention  and  their  treatment  involved  the  expenditure  of 
much  time  and  energy  both  on  the  part  of  your  Medical  Officers 
and  of  the  staffs  at  the  various  cleansing  stations. 

The  campaign  of  diphtheria  immunisation  was  maintained  and 
the  estimated  percentage  of  children  immunised  at  the  end  of  1943 
was  satisfactory,  although  the  figure  for  school  children  shows  a 
decrease  as  compared  with  that  at  the  end  of  1942.  The  figure  of 
93 •  5%  for  children  under  5  years  is  very  gratifying  as  this  is 
the  most  susceptible  age  group.  The  benefits  of  inoculation 
against  diphtheria  are  now  making  themselves  felt,  especially  In 
modifying  the  severity  of  the  attack  and  vastly  improving  the 
prospects  of  complete  recovery  where  an  inoculated  child  does 
become  infected  by  diphtheria. 

On  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  special  mention 
is  made  of  the  water  supplies  in  the  district  as  it  is  the  aim  of 
the  Government  to  have  water  laid  on  in  every  house  as  soon  $s  is 
practicable  after  the  <  war. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.B.  Me  GREGOR, 

Medical  Officer  cf  Health, 

Urban  District  of  Newbiggin-by-the-Sea. 


July  1944. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  NEWBIGGIN-BY~THE-SEA. 
ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

_ FOjLl^S* _ 


SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area,  in  acres  -  1,841. 

Registrar  General* s  estimate  of 

Resident  population  mid  1943  ....Suppressed  Min, of  H, 

circular  2601. 


Rateable  value  -  £35 >727 

One  penny  rate  produces  -  £148.17.  5* 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1943)-Suppressed  Min. of 

H. circular  2601. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  -  18.8 
Still  birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)births  -  30.49 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  -  11.46 

Death  from  Puerperal  Causes t ~  (headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar 
General’s  short  list)s- 

Death  Rate  per  1.000  total 
(live  and  still jbirths. 

No .29  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

No. 30  Other  maternal  causes  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age;- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . .  69-18 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births . 68.03 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  83-53 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  11 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil  . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . .  Nil 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY*  1943  . 

Total  Total 

Causes  of  Und  1-2  2-3  3-4-  under  1-3  3-6  6-9  9-12  under 

death,  1  wk  wks  wks  wks  1  mth  mths  mths  mths  mths  1  yr. 


Prematurity  2--  -  2  -  -  -  2 

Pneumonia  ------5  2-  7 

Congenital 

malformation  1---1---  -  1 

Birth  injury  __JL _ - _ _ _- _ 1_ _ -  _ -  _ - _  JL 


4  -  -  -  4  -  5  2  -  11 


SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 
LABORATORY  FACILITIES , 


Laboratory  facilities  are  obtained  at  the  County  Laboratory, 
Newburn.  The  extent  to  which  the  facilities  have  been  utilized 
is  shown  belov/s 


Specimens  sent  in  by 

Specimen, 

Pos. 

Neg. 

C.C.T.O, 

> 

Sputa  for  tubercle. 

4 

26 

Medical 

Practitioners . 

do. 

3 

34 

M.O.H. 

Swabs  for  C , diphtheriae . 

9 

37 

Medical 

Practitioners . 

do . 

65 

100 

M.O.H. 

Swabs  f or  C „ diphtheriae . 

7 

1 

Virulence  Test, 

M.O.H. 

Swabs  for  Haemolytic 

1 

1 

Streptococcus , 

Medical 

Practitioners . 

do. 

6 

12 

Medical 

Practitioners . 

Mis cellaneous , 

1 

2 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

For  accidents  and  non-inf ectious  cases  -  one  (Miners  Welfare) 
Newbiggin;  one  (Miners  Welfare)  North  Seaton  Colliery, 

The  removal  of  cases  of  infectious  and  contagious  disease  from 
their  home  to  isolation  units  is  the  responsibility  of  the  South 
East  Northumberland  Joint  Hospital  Board, 


4. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 


There  are  four  nurses  within  the  district  as  follows s- 

Two  Newbiggin  Colliery  Welfare;  One  North  Seaton  Colliery  Welfare; 
One  District  Nursing  Association. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS  -  no  change. 

HOSPITALS,  Public  and  Voluntary  -  There  are  none  in  the  district. 


SECTION  0. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


WATER. 


Water  is  derived  in  bulk  from  the  reservoirs  of  Tynemouth 
Corporation,  and  is  subjected  to  chlorination  by  the  suppliers 
prior  to  its  arrival  in  the  Urban  District.  The  daily  consumption 
during  1943  was  approximately  231,016  gallons. 


The  water  supply ‘is  ample  and  the  pressure  is  good.  It  is 
estimated  that  at  least  90%  of  the  houses  in  Newbiggin-by-the-Sea 
have  water  laid  on.  The  remainder  are  served  by  outside  taps. 


North  Seaton  Colliery  and  North  Seaton  Village  are  supplied 
with  water  from  the  North  Seaton  pit.  This  water  is  plentiful  and 
of  a  high  bacteriological  standard,  but  has  a  high  degree  of  hardness. 
It  is  estimated  that  only  about  10%  of  the  houses  in  North  Seaton 
Colliery  have  water  laid  on.  The  remainder  are  supplied  by  taps 
either  in  the  back  yard  or  just  outside.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  whereby  should  this  supply  break  down  North  Seaton  could  be 
supplied  with  water  from  the  6'*  trunk  main  which  carries  the 
Newbiggin  water  supply. 


During  the  year  the  following  samples  were  takens- 

C  oli-Aer  ogenes 

Lab. Ref.  Date  collected.  Place  of  Collection  per  100ml  water. 

— -L’  IM I— i..  ■  ■■  ■ 


20g 

8.9.43 

Tap  opposite  5  Wood  Row, 

North  Seaton. 

Tir: 

209 

8,9.43 

Tap  opposite  4  East  Street, 
North  Seaton. 

1. 

210 

8.9.43 

Tap  opposite  28  Railway  Row, 

Nil. 

North  Seaton. 


Newbiggin  Pit  Head  Baths  used  394,680  gallons  of  water,  which 
equals  1,081  gallons  per  day. 

An  emergency  water  point  has  been  installed  and  this  will  supply 
water  in  the  event  of  a  breakdown  of  the  main  supply  by  enemy  action 
or  otherwise. 


5. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE . 


No  sewer  extensions  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
Necessary  repairs  due  to  tidal  action  were  carried  out  to  the  two 
outfall  sewers  at  Church  Point  and  Spital  Point. 

Regular  inspection  and  flushing  of  sewers  are  carried  out, 
RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  for  the  silt  from  the 
Coal  Washing  Plant  at  Newbiggin  Pit  to  be  removed  before  the  water 
discharges  into  the  Carrs  Burn  and  thence  to  the  culvert  and  on  to 
the  beach. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

No.  of  Privy  Middens  (Newbiggin  32) 


(North  Seaton  126)  .  158 

No,  of  Water  Closets  . . . . .....2,332 

No.  of  Pail  Closets  (on  allotments)  . .  4 

No.  of  Ashpits  (Newbiggin  30  ) 

(North  Seaton  75  )  . . . . .  105 


There  are  three  Public  Conveniences  in  the  district  situate  at 
Bridge  Street,  Prospect  Place  and  Milburn  Park. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

All  scavenging  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  by  means  of  one 
Dennis  Cleansing  Vehicle  (9  cu.yard  capacity)  and  two  horse-drawn 
low  loading  carts.  The  carts  are  employed  at  North  Seaton  Colliery 
and  Newbiggin  Colliery  houses.  All  ashoins  are  emptied  twice  weekly. 
Salvage  is  collected  from  the  houses  as  the  bins  are  emptied. 

Tips  s  Refuse  from  Newbiggin  is  deposited  at  Blue  Holes  Tip  and 
refuse  from  North  Seaton  into  a  disused  quarry  at  North  Seaton. 

The  tips  are  kept  level  and  at  Newbiggin  oats  and  tares  were 
sown  and  used  for  feeding  Council  horses. 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

No  action  taken. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

Camping  in  the  district  is  prohibited  by  the  competent 
military  authority. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Chimney  ^  firings :  This  nuisance  continued  throughout  the  year 
and  is  becoming  worse;  chimney  fires  are  a  daily  occurrence. 

6. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS . 


There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  area. 

Pit  Head  Baths  are  in  use  at  both  collieries  with  accommodation 
as  follows s- 

Newbiggin  ....  1,050 
North  Seaton..  700 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS, 


Number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year 
was  Nil. 

Number  of  private  houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year 
was  1  at  Newbiggin.  This  was  disinfested. 

The  method  employed  for  disinfestation  is  by  means  of  "Pyragra" 
Insecticide  used  with  a  pressure  spray. 

All  disinfestations  when  necessary  are  carried  out  by  Council 
employees  under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

SCHOOLS . 

Number  of  schools  in  the  districts- 

Newbiggin  -  3  council  schools  (senior,  junior  and  infant), 

2  C.  of  E.  schools  (junior  and  infant). 

North  Seaton  -  2  council  schools  (junior  and  infant). 

SECTION  D. 

Hous ing . 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1943s- 


(a)  By  Local  Authority  (with  state  assistance)  . .None. 

(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . . . .  .None. 


War  Damage:  Repairs  to  the  damaged  houses  were  continued 
throughout  the  year. 


SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

No.  of  Registered  Cowkeepers  at  31*12 *43  . 

No,  of  Registered  Purveyors  of  Milk  at  31*12.43  . 
No.  of  Cows  at  31*12.43  . . . 


7 


7 

13 

113 


A  number  of  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Bacteriologist  for  submission  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  also 
for  the  biological  test  for  tubercle.  The  results  of  these 
investigations  are  set  out  be  low; - 

Produced  and  retailed  within  the  district r 

For  Cleanliness;  •  M.B.Test  satisfied. 

7 

For  Tuberculosis;  Positive  * 

1 

Produced  outwith  and  retailed  in  the  district. 


M.B.Test  failed. 

- 2 - 

Negative. 


For  Cleanliness; 

For  Tuberculosis; 


M.B.Test  satisfied. 
2 

Positive. 

2  ' 


M.B.Test  failed. 

7 

Negative . 

5 


One  cow  was  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1938  and 
the  milk  from  the  herd  was  thereafter  certified  to  be  non- tuberculous. 

One  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  treated  within  the  area  was 
found  to  satisfy  the  prescribed  best. 


Meat  and  other  Foods. 

No.  of  Registered  Slaughter  houses  at  3-1  •  12.43  . 4. 


I  give  below  statement  of  foodstuffs  v/hich  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  to  the  Meat  Inspector  of  the  Newbiggin  Urban  District 
during  the  year  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption •  - 


Pork,  Luncheon  Meat,  Spam,  Mutton,  etc  . 
Tinned  Fruit,  Peas,  Fish  etc. . . . ........ 

Tinned  Milk  and  Dried  Milk  « * . • <• . . . . » * . . 

C  he  ese  ......  .....o.eo«.cfte.coo...o6a«.<> 

HerrillgS  •  *o.o..ooooooo.oo.«?oo.O«ao-jo  os 

Sa lmon  oo..ooo.o.eo.oooooo.otao'.  o.oeoooi 
Bac on  and  Ham  .«o..oocoo.o..ee>'>..ooo>o.a 

Sausage  •  »»»»•••.  -5  •0000»000»0009.'»»<»«<1.<'0 

Lentils  ...O.OO.OOO..OO.O.OOOO.OOOOOJOOO 
Pickles  (  in  jars)  . .......  c... . 


o  a 


o 


_ _ 295/2  lbs . 

o . . . .  28  tins 

00...  66  tins 

00...  22  lbs . 

. . . . .  2  cwts . 
o . . . .  5  tins .. 

1  cwt.  2  qr.  6341b. 

.  52/2  lbs. 

.  42  lbs. 

o . . . .  3  qr.:  234  lb. 
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Salvage. 

During  the  year  the  following  amounts  of  Salvage  were  sold? 


T 

C 

Q 

Lb. 

£ 

s 

a 

Mixed  Waste  Paper 

38 

11 

2 

245 

8 

— 

Newspaper 

- 

8 

3 

- 

4 

14 

l 

Books 

5 

9 

1 

— 

42 

11 

l 

Mixed  Scrap  Metal 

5 

9 

2 

— 

14 

12 

8 

Lead 

2 

3 

3 

— 

39 

7 

6 

Brass 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

12 

6 

Aluminium 

— 

— 

— 

21 

— 

5 

3 

Bones 

1 

6 

1 

14 

6 

10 

Rags 

1 

13 

2 

21 

26 

3 

4 

Sacking 

1 

11 

— 

- 

2 

13 

— 

Rope,  String  etc. 

1 

1 

- 

— 

- 

6 

11 

Tins 

9 

7 

2 

— 

7 

— 

8 

Jars  &  Bottles  (611  dozen) 

3 

— 

— 

16 

3 

2 

Rubber 

1 

12 

2 

14 

2 

n 

4 

71 

16 

1 

14 

£409 

10 

4 

The  approximate  expenditure  wras  £300. 


SECTION  ?. 


PREVALENCE 

OF,  AND  CONTROL 

OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious 
provided  throughout  the  year  at  the  Ashington  Unit 
East  Northumberland  Joint  Hospital  Board,  of  which 
District  Council  is  a  constituent. 

;  disease  was 
of  the  South 
the  Urban 

)  J 

Disease . 

Total 

Cases 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Total 

notified 

Hospital , 

Deaths . 

Scarlet  Fever 

31 

7 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

48 

24 

1 

Pneumonia 

45 

Not  known 

6 

Erysipelas 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  pyrexia  1 

Nil 

Nil 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum 

1 

1 

Nil 

Measles 

218 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

93 

Nil 

Nil 
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TABLES  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DlSEJBE gnONDETTG^  - 


Disease . 

Under 
1  yr. 

1- 

'2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

65  & 

35-  45-  over 

Total, 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

17 

4 

— 

—  — 

31 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

29 

8 

3 

1 

1 

1 

48 

Pneumonia 

6 

1 

2 

— 

1 

4 

4 

5 

8 

4 

4  6 

45 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

1 

1  1 

4 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

1 

Ophthalmia 
ne onatorum 

1 

1 

Measles 

6 

23 

39 

33 

38 

73 

4 

2 

— 

— 

—  — 

218 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

13 

11 

17 

13 

33 

2 

— 

2 

— 

—  — 

93 

Enteric  Fevers. 

No  case  of  typhoid  or  paratyphoid  fever  was  notified  during  the 

year. 

Diphtheria. 

This  disease  was  very  prevalent  throughout  the  year  and  during 
the  months  of  July,  August  and  September  reached  almost  epidemic 
proportions.  There  were  48  cases  altogether,  the  majority  of  which 
(37  cases)  occurred  in  the  5  -  15  age  group.  Of  the  total  cases  26 
were  known  to  have  been  immunised  and  22  were  non-immunised.  The 
majority  of  cases  were  of  a  relatively  mild  type  and  there  was  only 
one  death  which  occurred  in  an  elderly  woman  and  which  was  probably 
contributed  to  by  other  concurrent  pathological  conditions. 

Diphtheria  Immunisati on . 

Two  visits  were  paid  to  each  of  the  schools  in  the  Newbiggin 
and  North  Seaton  Colliery  areas  during  the  months  of  September  and 
October  for  the  purpose  of  immunising  new  acceptors. 

The  immunisation  state  of  the  child  population  at  the  end  of 
1945  is  shown  in  the  following  tables- 

Between  5  and  15  •  8(3.1% 

Under  5  . .  93*5 % 

Anterior  and  posterior  Schick  testing  was  not  carried  out. 
Measles . 

There  were  218  cases  notified,  and  of  these  139  occurred  in 
pre-school  children  and  73  in  the  5-10  years  age  group.  There 
were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Whooping  Cough  also  was  prevalent,  there  being  93  cases 
notified  during  the  year*.  Here  again  the  majority  (56  in  number) 
occurred  in  pre-school  children  and  33  in  ike  5-10  years  age 
group.  There  were  no  deaths. 


10. 


Defence  (General)  Regulations  1939*  Scabies  Order,  194-1 .  No.33A. 


Scabies  and  other  verminous  conditions  continued  to  be  very 
prevalent  during  194-3  and  their  treatment  continued  to  occupy  a 
large  part  of  the  time  of  your  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  All 
cases  attending  the  Clinics  were  examined  for  the  presence  of 
scabies  and  head  lice. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  reproduced  below  that  the 
total  number  of  cases  for  the  whole  of  the  No. 2  Area  over  the  year 
showed  a  decrease  in  the  categories  '’Scabies  Only”  and  ’’Scabies  and 
Lice”,  but  a  slight  increase  in  that  of  "Lice  Only”,  as  compared 
with  1942. 

This  variation  applies  both  to  the  No. 2  Area  as  a  whole  and  to 
the  Newbiggin  Urban  District  in  particular. 

Aggregates  for  the  No. 2  Area  during  1943s-  . 

Scabies*  hot 


Scabies  Only. 

Scabies  &  Lice. 

Lice 

Only. 

discovered 

M.  F. 

M .  F . 

M. 

F. 

TH  TT 

Over  16  yrs. 

179 

211 

2 

75 

— 

45 

43 

138 

5-16  yrs. 

248 

145 

52 

158 

27 

46 

70 

56 

Under  5  yrs. 

89 

58 

14 

...  2 5 

8 

3 

18 

24 

516 

414 

68 

236 

3 X 

94 

131 

218 

The  above  includes  the  figures  for  the  Urban  District  which  were 
as  follows s- 

Scabies  not 


Scabies 

Only. 

Scabies  &  Lice. 

Lice 

toly. 

discovered. 

M. 

F. 

Me  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Over  16  yrs. 

13 

14 

— 

9 

— 

5 

1  — 

7 

5-16  yrs. 

21 

14 

3 

13 

7 

4 

4 

5 

Under  5  yrs. 

4 

5 

1 

3 

2 

— 

4 

2 

28 

4 

25 

9 

n 

8 
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During  the  first  three  months  of  1943  the  arrangements  for 
treatment  remained  exactly  as  in  1942,  except  that  in  January  a  First 
Aid  Post  man  who  had  rendered  much  arduous  and  willing  service  at  the 
Ashington  cleansing  station  was  withdrawn  owing  to  his  transfer  to  the 
Rescue  Party.  His  place  was  taken  by  the  temporary  porter-groundsman 
employed  by  the  Hospital  Board. 

A  marked  drop  in  the  number  of  notifications  towards  the  end  of 
March  enabled  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  close  the  Bedlington 
Hospital  and  concentrate  the  treatment  at  Ashington.  This  resulted 
in  a  more  efficient  use  of  the  available  staff  and  also  in  a  saving 
of  fuel. 

Gases  from  Ashington,  Bedlington,  Newbiggin  and  parts  of  the 
Morpeth  Rural  District  were  treated  at  Ashington  and  when  necessary 
were  transported  by  Civil  Defence  ambulance. 


Morpeth  Borough  cases  and  those  from  the  rest  of  the  Rural  District 
were  treated  at  the  Cleansing  Station  at  The  Willows,  Morpeth,  where 
males  were  treated  by  the  Lay  Superintendent  of  the  First  Aid  Post,  and 
the  females  by  a  nurse  who  travelled  from  Ashingt on. 

In  Jaly  there  were  no  cases  treated  at  Morpe*th  and  in  November 
and  December  it  was  again  possible  to  close  this  unit. 

The  Ashingt on  Unit  was  used  constantly  throughout  the  year  and  the 
work  was  carried  out  by  a  whole-time  Civil  Defence  nurse,  the  two 
female  scabies  orderlies  trained  in  1942  and  the  porter-groundsman  with 
assistance,  when  required,  from  nurses  of  the  Board*s  permanent  staff. 

Cases  continued  to  be  notified  by  the  School  Medical  Officer, 

School  Nurses  and  Attendance  Officers  and  by  the  general  practitioners. 

There  was  a  very  sharp  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  in  September 
following  the  re-opening  of  the  schools  after  the  summer  holidays,  but 
it  was  found  possible  to  deal  with  this  without  bringing  the  Bedlington 
unit  into  operation  again. 

Each  cleansing  station,  while  in  use,  was  visited  twice  weekly  by 
your  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  Clinics  were  thus  held  throughout 
the  year  every  Tuesday  and  Friday  morning  at  Ashington, 

The  chief  medicament  used  in  the  treatment  of  scabies  was  25% 
Benzyl  Benzoate  Emulsion  with  various  auxiliary  preparations,  such  as 
Streptocide  Cream,  Gentian  Violet  Cream  and  Dilute  Ammoniated  Mercury 
Ointment  where  the  condition  was  complicated  by  the  presence  of  sepsis. 

The  prevalence  of  verminous  infestations  of  the  head  continued  to 
cause  much  concern  to  the  Medical  Officers  and  staffs  of  the  cleansing 
stations.  In  many  cases  this  condition  consumed  more  time  before  it 
was  eradicated  than  did  the  scabetic  infestation.  This  was  largely  due 
to  lack  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  sufferers  or  their  parents 
or  guardians. 

Many  parents  appear  to  regard  head  lice  as  a  natural  consequence 
of  attendance  at  school,  many  resented  being  told  that  they  or  their 
children  were  so  infested  and  yet  made  no  visible  attempt  to  get  rid  of 
the  condition.  Others  again,  appeared  quite  indifferent  and  much  time 
was  spent  in  attempting  to  overcome  this  apathy. 

Another  factor  which  occasionally  tends  to  cause  continuation  of 
this  deplorable  state  of  affairs  is  the  persistence  of  the  belief  that 
infestation  is  inevitable  where  there  is  any  co-existing  debilitating 
condition  and  that  is  no  use  trying  to  do  anything  in  such  circumstancea 

In  cases  of  severe  infestation  the  only  practical  method  of  dealing 
with  the  condition  is  by  cropping  the  hair,  but  parents  are  often 
reluctant  to  give  their  consent  to  such  a  proceeding.. 

There  is  need  fojr  further  education  in  personal  hygiene  both 
inside  the  schools  and  out  of  them. 
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I  should  like  to  endorse  and  to  emphasise  the  remarks  made  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1942  concerning  the 
present  styles  of  hair-dressing.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  present 
fasnion  is  to  wear  the  hair  long  and  this  applies  not  only  to  girls  but 
also  to  boys  who  frequently  have  hair  much  longer  than  it  need  be.  I 
would  also  condemn  the  present  practice,  so  common  among  school-girls 
and  adolescent  girls,  of  having  the  hair  “Permanent ly“  waved.  Many  of 
the  worst  cases  of  infestation  are  seen  where  hair  has  been  treated  in 
this  way.  This  is  due,  I  believe,  to  the  fact  that  such  hair  is 
likely  to  be  inadequately  combed  and  brushed  as  the  result  of  a  desire 
to  avoid  disturbing  the  :’waves“. 

Parents  would  do  well  to  discourage  this  practice  among  the 
young  people  under  their  care  and  to  realise  that  short  hair  and 
thorough  brushing  and  combing  are  factors  of  supreme  importance  in  the 
avoidance  of  infestation  by  head  lice. 

School  children  are  not  the  only  persons  concerned  in  the  state  of 
affairs  indicated  by  the  figures  given" in  the  table.  Many  adults  are 
also  involved  and  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  they 
are  indifferent  to  personal  cleanliness  in  that  they  permit  the 
continued  existence  of  head  lice. 

The  insecticide  used  at  the  cleansing  stations  is  medicated 
Lethane  hair  oil  and  it  has  been  found  very  effective  in  killing  the 
lice  but  the're  is  difficulty  in  persuading  people  to  carry  out 
thoroughly  the  tedious  process  of  removing  the  nits. 

As  I  have  said  above  there  is  need  for  further  education  in  these 
matters  in  the  schools,  in  clinics,  by  posters  and  film  and  for  an 
altered  style  of  hair-dressing. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  Defence 
Regulations,  although  in  several  cases  action  was  threatened.  This 
has  so  far  been  found  sufficient  to  bring  about  compliance  with  the 
Regulations. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  194-3 . 


Age 

Periods 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65  &  over 


New  Cases, 

Resp.  N-on-Re  sp. 
M.  P.  M-,  P. 

-  1  - 

3  4 

2  2  11 

3  3-- 

1 

2  - 

-  1  - 


Deaths 

Resp*  Non-Resp# 
M.  P.  M*.  P. 


1 

1  -  -  1 

3 

1  1 


86  65  51-2 


CANCER  MORTALITY  DURING  1943. 


Males#  Rem ales, 

20  50  45  55  65  Total.  20  50  45  55  65  Total. 


Stomach  -  -  -  1  -  1  -  -  -  1  -  1 

Colon  -  -  -  -  2  2  ----11 

Uterus  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  2  2 

Rectum  ------  ----11 

Bladder  -  -  -  1  -  1  ------ 

Tongue  ----11  ------ 

Prostate  -  -  -  1  -  1  .  ------ 


J 


tv.! 
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